
Lexia® Core5® Reading is research-proven to improve the reading performance of English 
Learners.1 Blending student-driven learning with teacher-led instruction, Core5 helps ELs develop 
strong fundamental literacy skills.

EL students with beginner-level language 
and reading skills
•   Learn key comprehension strategies for listening and reading

•   Develop phonological awareness and phonics skills that 
are integrated with oral language development

•   Leverage picture-based activities to build concrete and 
abstract academic vocabulary

EL students with proficient language 
and reading skills
•   Develop sophisticated vocabulary and strong academic language

•   Read challenging narrative and expository texts to develop 
advanced comprehension strategies

•    Learn figurative language and word concepts such as idioms, 
similes, and metaphors

Research-Proven Results 
for English Learners

  Language concepts like idioms are introduced 
in a fun, engaging way.

  Picture-based activities help build  
academic vocabulary.

  Upper-level comprehension activities include 
enhanced vocabulary support.

Core5® has been recognized by 
WIDA as satisfying all criteria 
under the WIDA PRIME V2 
Correlation for English Language 
Development Standards.

1�Schechter, R., Macaruso, P., Kazakoff, E.R., & Brooke, E. (2015). Exploration of a blended learning approach to reading instruction for low SES students 
in early elementary grades. Computers in the Schools, 32, 183–200.
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Adaptive Instructional Model
Core5 provides a personalized, systematic approach to reading instruction that adapts each 
task based on individual student performance. The three-step instructional model adapts to 
provide scaffolding, immediate corrective feedback, and direct instruction as needed.
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Teacher Resources
Offline Instructional Materials promote automaticity and build oral language.

1 2 3
First… Then… Finally…

Dr. Williams walks into 
her office and finds a 
sick patient with a sore 
throat waiting to see her.

She asks the little boy 
to open his mouth and 
say “ahhh” so she can 
look at his throat.

After she looks closely, 
Dr. Williams gives the 
boy medicine, and a 
cherry lollipop for being 
a good patient!

Put your finger on the capital letter at the beginning of each sentence and follow along as you listen. 
After the story, cut out the pictures and glue them in order to show what happened. Use the pictures  
to retell the story.

What could happen next in the story? Draw a picture to show your answer.

Name:

 1

Level 5 | Comprehension
Sequencing Stories 2

Lexia Reading Core5
SKILL BUILDERS

  Paper-based Skill Builders help ELs  
build fluency and automaticity, generalize 
skills, and expand expressive language.

  A structured resource for teachers 
helps guide vocabulary instruction  
and build oral language skills.

Lexia Reading Core5
SUPPORT MATERIALS

VOCABULARY INSTRUCTION RESOURCE
Focus On Word Meanings
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I. Warm-up: Introduction to Theme (approximately 3-4 minutes)

To begin, use a warm-up activity to briefly introduce the topic or theme that the words relate to and 
explicitly connect to student background knowledge. Choose one of the following options or create 
your own warm-up

a. Charades
•  Tell students to watch carefully while you do an action related to today’s lesson. Choose an

action that introduces the words/phrases you plan to teach. For example, to introduce the
vocabulary from the Tools Flashcard set, pretend to build something.

•  Explain that they will each tell a neighbor what they think you’re doing, and model how to
construct a relevant phrase (e.g., he’s cooking, she’s running).

•  Direct students to “turn and whisper” to a neighbor what they think you’re doing, modeling
an example again if necessary.

•  When everyone has whispered to a neighbor, reveal what you were acting out and the topic
or theme of today’s lesson.

b. Clues
• Tell students to listen carefully while you give you some clues about today’s lesson.

•  Give clues about something that introduces the words/phrases you plan to teach. For example
to introduce the Ocean Animals Flashcards, I’m thinking of a very big body of water with sand
and waves. Many plants and animals live in it. Many people go there to swim or go fishing.
What am I thinking of?

•  Direct students to “turn and whisper” to their neighbor what they think you’re describing,
modeling how to construct a relevant phrase (e.g., I think it’s a…)

Description
This resource is designed to help guide teachers as they introduce students to key vocabulary. 
In particular, this resource is designed to benefit students with limited vocabulary knowledge, 
especially English language learners (ELLs), by providing explicit word meaning instruction 
and opportunities to use new vocabulary in conversation.  Meaningful interaction with new 
language improves both word learning and reading comprehension. The routine consists of 
four steps: a warm-up, direct instruction, an expressive turn-and-talk activity, and reinforcement.

Planning Tips
This resource provides a basic routine for teaching vocabulary along with several types of 
interactive and expressive activities. You may also substitute your own activities for any part 
of this routine. Solid vocabulary instruction relies on meaningful student interaction, so this 
suggested routine is most effective when delivered to more than one student at a time. 
Choose a set of four to six words or phrases to teach in a single session. As a general rule, 
choose vocabulary items that relate to a common topic or theme. 

Materials
Create a set of picture-word flashcards for the target vocabulary you will teach, one for each 
word or phrase. Several thematic picture-word flashcard sets are available on www.myLexia.
com in the Core5 > Resource Materials section. Or you may create custom flashcards using 
your own words and images.

  Vocabulary cards accompany teacher-
led instruction.

Vocabulary Support 
Flash Card Sets

Lexia Reading Core5
RESOURCES

ANIMALS
Pets
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birdfish

dogcat

Personalized instruction supports 
diverse learner needs
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Native Language Support
Students can hear instructions in Spanish, Mandarin, Haitian-Creole, Arabic , Vietnamese, and Portuguese. 
School-to-home letters are also available in these languages to promote family engagement.
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